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MESSAGE 
 
Occasion    : Lighthouse Coming Together / Family Emphasis Sunday 
Theme    : Being Joined Together, Each Part Effectually Working to Edify the Ekklesia   

the Love of Christ 
Venue    : Lighthouse BBC Tatalon / On line Live Streaming 
Date    : August 15, 2021 
 
TITLE    : FAMILIES IN THE FACE OF DANGER AND OF THE UNKNOWN 
Text/s    :   
 
Gen 35:1-3 
1 And God said unto Jacob, Arise, go up to Bethel, and dwell there: and make there an altar unto God, that 
appeared unto thee when thou fleddest from the face of Esau thy brother. 
2 Then Jacob said unto his household, and to all that were with him, Put away the strange gods that are 
among you, and be clean, and change your garments: 
3 And let us arise, and go up to Bethel; and I will make there an altar unto God, who answered me in the day 
of my distress, and was with me in the way which I went. 
KJV 
 
 
Bible Reading  :   
 
Prov 3:1-13 
1 My son, forget not my law; but let thine heart keep my commandments: 
2 For length of days, and long life, and peace, shall they add to thee. 
3 Let not mercy and truth forsake thee: bind them about thy neck; write them upon the table of thine heart: 
4 So shalt thou find favour and good understanding in the sight of God and man. 
5 Trust in the Lord with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own understanding. 
6 In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths. 
7 Be not wise in thine own eyes: fear the Lord, and depart from evil. 
8 It shall be health to thy navel, and marrow to thy bones. 
9 Honour the Lord with thy substance, and with the firstfruits of all thine increase: 
10 So shall thy barns be filled with plenty, and thy presses shall burst out with new wine. 
11 My son, despise not the chastening of the Lord; neither be weary of his correction: 
12 For whom the Lord loveth he correcteth; even as a father the son in whom he delighteth. 
13 Happy is the man that findeth wisdom, and the man that getteth understanding. 
KJV 
 
Ps 66:8-20 
8 O bless our God, ye people, and make the voice of his praise to be heard: 
9 Which holdeth our soul in life, and suffereth not our feet to be moved. 
10 For thou, O God, hast proved us: thou hast tried us, as silver is tried. 
11 Thou broughtest us into the net; thou laidst affliction upon our loins. 
12 Thou hast caused men to ride over our heads; we went through fire and through water: but thou 
broughtest us out into a wealthy place. 
13 I will go into thy house with burnt offerings: I will pay thee my vows, 
14 Which my lips have uttered, and my mouth hath spoken, when I was in trouble. 
15 I will offer unto thee burnt sacrifices of fatlings, with the incense of rams; I will offer bullocks with goats. 
Selah. 
16 Come and hear, all ye that fear God, and I will declare what he hath done for my soul. 
17 I cried unto him with my mouth, and he was extolled with my tongue. 
18 If I regard iniquity in my heart, the Lord will not hear me: 
19 But verily God hath heard me; he hath attended to the voice of my prayer. 
20 Blessed be God, which hath not turned away my prayer, nor his mercy from me. 
KJV 
 
 
Song/s    :  
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- Constantly Abiding 
- Higher Ground 
- Jesus Led Me All the Way 
- In Christ Alone 
- Great is Thy Faithfulness 
 
 
Other references  :  
 
 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 
Gen 35:1-3 
1 And God said unto Jacob, Arise, go up to Bethel, and dwell there: and make there an altar unto God, that 
appeared unto thee when thou fleddest from the face of Esau thy brother. 
2 Then Jacob said unto his household, and to all that were with him, Put away the strange gods that are 
among you, and be clean, and change your garments: 
3 And let us arise, and go up to Bethel; and I will make there an altar unto God, who answered me in the day 
of my distress, and was with me in the way which I went. 
KJV 
 
The story behind… 
 

Esau loses his birthright 
 

Gen 25:29-34 
29 And Jacob sod pottage: and Esau came from the field, and he was faint: 
30 And Esau said to Jacob, Feed me, I pray thee, with that same red pottage; for I am faint: therefore 
was his name called Edom. 
31 And Jacob said, Sell me this day thy birthright. 
32 And Esau said, Behold, I am at the point to die: and what profit shall this birthright do to me? 
33 And Jacob said, Swear to me this day; and he sware unto him: and he sold his birthright unto Jacob. 
34 Then Jacob gave Esau bread and pottage of lentiles; and he did eat and drink, and rose up, and went 
his way: thus Esau despised his birthright. 
KJV 
 
Esau forsakes the house 
 
Gen 26:34-35 
34 And Esau was forty years old when he took to wife Judith the daughter of Beeri the Hittite, and 
Bashemath the daughter of Elon the Hittite: 
35 Which were a grief of mind unto Isaac and to Rebekah. 
KJV 
 
Rebekah sees the danger manifest by Esau in respect to the promise… Gets Jacob.  She knew the 
heart behind Esau. 
 
Gen 27:1-13 
1 And it came to pass, that when Isaac was old, and his eyes were dim, so that he could not see, he 
called Esau his eldest son, and said unto him, My son: and he said unto him, Behold, here am I. 
2 And he said, Behold now, I am old, I know not the day of my death: 
3 Now therefore take, I pray thee, thy weapons, thy quiver and thy bow, and go out to the field, and 
take me some venison; 
4 And make me savoury meat, such as I love, and bring it to me, that I may eat; that my soul may bless 
thee before I die. 
5 And Rebekah heard when Isaac spake to Esau his son. And Esau went to the field to hunt for venison, 
and to bring it. 



1 
 

6 And Rebekah spake unto Jacob her son, saying, Behold, I heard thy father speak unto Esau thy brother, 
saying, 
7 Bring me venison, and make me savoury meat, that I may eat, and bless thee before the Lord before 
my death. 
8 Now therefore, my son, obey my voice according to that which I command thee. 
9 Go now to the flock, and fetch me from thence two good kids of the goats; and I will make them 
savoury meat for thy father, such as he loveth: 
10 And thou shalt bring it to thy father, that he may eat, and that he may bless thee before his death. 
11 And Jacob said to Rebekah his mother, Behold, Esau my brother is a hairy man, and I am a smooth 
man: 
12 My father peradventure will feel me, and I shall seem to him as a deceiver; and I shall bring a curse 
upon me, and not a blessing. 
13 And his mother said unto him, Upon me be thy curse, my son: only obey my voice, and go fetch me 
them. 
KJV 

 
Jacob secures the blessing 
 
Gen 28:1-4 
1 And Isaac called Jacob, and blessed him, and charged him, and said unto him, Thou shalt not take a 
wife of the daughters of Canaan. 
2 Arise, go to Padan-aram, to the house of Bethuel thy mother's father; and take thee a wife from 
thence of the daughters of Laban thy mother's brother. 
3 And God Almighty bless thee, and make thee fruitful, and multiply thee, that thou mayest be a 
multitude of people; 
4 And give thee the blessing of Abraham, to thee, and to thy seed with thee; that thou mayest inherit 
the land wherein thou art a stranger, which God gave unto Abraham. 
KJV 
 
Esau’s hate 
 
Gen 27:41-43 
41 And Esau hated Jacob because of the blessing wherewith his father blessed him: and Esau said in his 
heart, The days of mourning for my father are at hand; then will I slay my brother Jacob. 
42 And these words of Esau her elder son were told to Rebekah: and she sent and called Jacob her 
younger son, and said unto him, Behold, thy brother Esau, as touching thee, doth comfort himself, 
purposing to kill thee. 
43 Now therefore, my son, obey my voice; and arise, flee thou to Laban my brother to Haran; 
KJV 
 
 
God confirms the blessing and Jacob commits himself to God 
 
Gen 28:10-22 
10 And Jacob went out from Beer-sheba, and went toward Haran. 
11 And he lighted upon a certain place, and tarried there all night, because the sun was set; and he took 
of the stones of that place, and put them for his pillows, and lay down in that place to sleep. 
12 And he dreamed, and behold a ladder set up on the earth, and the top of it reached to heaven: and 
behold the angels of God ascending and descending on it. 
13 And, behold, the Lord stood above it, and said, I am the Lord God of Abraham thy father, and the 
God of Isaac: the land whereon thou liest, to thee will I give it, and to thy seed; 
14 And thy seed shall be as the dust of the earth, and thou shalt spread abroad to the west, and to the 
east, and to the north, and to the south: and in thee and in thy seed shall all the families of the earth 
be blessed. 
15 And, behold, I am with thee, and will keep thee in all places whither thou goest, and will bring thee 
again into this land; for I will not leave thee, until I have done that which I have spoken to thee of. 
16 And Jacob awaked out of his sleep, and he said, Surely the Lord is in this place; and I knew it not. 
17 And he was afraid, and said, How dreadful is this place! this is none other but the house of God, and 
this is the gate of heaven. 



1 
 

18 And Jacob rose up early in the morning, and took the stone that he had put for his pillows, and set it 
up for a pillar, and poured oil upon the top of it. 
19 And he called the name of that place Bethel: but the name of that city was called Luz at the first. 
20 And Jacob vowed a vow, saying, If God will be with me, and will keep me in this way that I go, and 
will give me bread to eat, and raiment to put on, 
21 So that I come again to my father's house in peace; then shall the Lord be my God: 
22 And this stone, which I have set for a pillar, shall be God's house: and of all that thou shalt give me I 
will surely give the tenth unto thee. 
KJV 

 
 Jacob take hold of the promise however he was dealt with treacherously 
 

Gen 31:40-42 
40 Thus I was; in the day the drought consumed me, and the frost by night; and my sleep departed from 
mine eyes. 
41 Thus have I been twenty years in thy house; I served thee fourteen years for thy two daughters, and 
six years for thy cattle: and thou hast changed my wages ten times. 
42 Except the God of my father, the God of Abraham, and the fear of Isaac, had been with me, surely 
thou hadst sent me away now empty. God hath seen mine affliction and the labour of my hands, and 
rebuked thee yesternight. 
KJV 
 
God tells Jacob to return and cites Bethel 
 
Gen 31:11-13 
11 And the angel of God spake unto me in a dream, saying, Jacob: And I said, Here am I. 
12 And he said, Lift up now thine eyes, and see, all the rams which leap upon the cattle are ringstraked, 
speckled, and grisled: for I have seen all that Laban doeth unto thee. 
13 I am the God of Bethel, where thou anointedst the pillar, and where thou vowedst a vow unto me: 
now arise, get thee out from this land, and return unto the land of thy kindred. 
KJV 

 
Jacob’s cry and submission to God 
 
Gen 32:9-12 
9 And Jacob said, O God of my father Abraham, and God of my father Isaac, the Lord which saidst unto 
me, Return unto thy country, and to thy kindred, and I will deal well with thee: 
10 I am not worthy of the least of all the mercies, and of all the truth, which thou hast shewed unto thy 
servant; for with my staff I passed over this Jordan; and now I am become two bands. 
11 Deliver me, I pray thee, from the hand of my brother, from the hand of Esau: for I fear him, lest he 
will come and smite me, and the mother with the children. 
12 And thou saidst, I will surely do thee good, and make thy seed as the sand of the sea, which cannot 
be numbered for multitude. 
KJV 

 
 
BODY 
 
Gen 35:1-3 
1 And God said unto Jacob, Arise, go up to Bethel, and dwell there: and make there an altar unto God, that 
appeared unto thee when thou fleddest from the face of Esau thy brother. 
2 Then Jacob said unto his household, and to all that were with him, Put away the strange gods that are 
among you, and be clean, and change your garments: 
3 And let us arise, and go up to Bethel; and I will make there an altar unto God, who answered me in the day 
of my distress, and was with me in the way which I went. 
KJV 
 
Too many times when the world deals with us treacherously, we forget the value of the spiritual and turn the 
tide against God.  We forget His word, his promises and we take things into our hands.  Jacob did not. 
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Jacob’s declaration in our text above should be one that all heads of our families must be able to say before 
their members.  Take note that when he declared this, he included even those “that were with him,” 
meaning, everyone in his household, even distant relatives, servants, helpers, those attending to the many 
affairs of his business.  Such should be the leadership and influence of all heads of families especially during 
our day. 
 
Many heads of families pattern their principles on what Joshua told the house of Israel in Josh 24:15, 
“...as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.” 
 
While this is good to say and even memorize, many families actually do not know what they should do as 
they “serve” the Lord. And they think that that simply involves whatever can be done according to 
things that they can do conveniently.  This period in which we are in is not a period of 
convenience. Many think that this is not even a period of opportunities. 
 
Today, as we present ourselves to God, firstly as one Ekklesia, secondly as families, even individuals, 
we recognize the things that should spell this coming together... that of: 1) puting away the strange gods, 
even things that come between us and the Lord, that destroys our fellowship with Him; 2) being clean, 
that is, being “worthy of the vocation wherein we are called”; 3) changing your garments, that is, 
changing our mind sets, renewing the mind and setting our lives in order before God; and 4) making 
an altar unto God, that is, making sure that whatever we do, we honor, please and glorify Him. 
 
Gen 35:1-3 
1 And God said unto Jacob, Arise, go up to Bethel, and dwell there: and make there an altar unto God, that 
appeared unto thee when thou fleddest from the face of Esau thy brother. 
2 Then Jacob said unto his household, and to all that were with him, Put away the strange gods that are 
among you, and be clean, and change your garments: 
3 And let us arise, and go up to Bethel; and I will make there an altar unto God, who answered me in the day 
of my distress, and was with me in the way which I went. 
KJV 
 
From August of 2020 to August of 2021, the Lord has kept us.  He was with us all the way.  Let our families 
acknowledge this and come before God today, like Jacob and do the following: 
 
1) Put away the strange gods among us. 

 
Ex 20:3-6 
3 Thou shalt have no other gods before me. 
4 Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image, or any likeness of any thing that is in heaven above, 
or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth: 
5 Thou shalt not bow down thyself to them, nor serve them: for I the Lord thy God am a jealous God, 
visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children unto the third and fourth generation of them that 
hate me; 
6 And shewing mercy unto thousands of them that love me, and keep my commandments. 
KJV 
 
Josh 24:14-17 
14 Now therefore fear the Lord, and serve him in sincerity and in truth: and put away the gods which 
your fathers served on the other side of the flood, and in Egypt; and serve ye the Lord. 
15 And if it seem evil unto you to serve the Lord, choose you this day whom ye will serve; whether the 
gods which your fathers served that were on the other side of the flood, or the gods of the Amorites, in 
whose land ye dwell: but as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord. 
16 And the people answered and said, God forbid that we should forsake the Lord, to serve other gods; 
17 For the Lord our God, he it is that brought us up and our fathers out of the land of Egypt, from the 
house of bondage, and which did those great signs in our sight, and preserved us in all the way wherein 
we went, and among all the people through whom we passed: 
KJV 
 
2 Cor 6:14-18 
14 Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers: for what fellowship hath righteousness with 
unrighteousness? and what communion hath light with darkness? 
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15 And what concord hath Christ with Belial? or what part hath he that believeth with an infidel? 
16 And what agreement hath the temple of God with idols? for ye are the temple of the living God; as 
God hath said, I will dwell in them, and walk in them; and I will be their God, and they shall be my 
people. 
17 Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the 
unclean thing; and I will receive you, 
18 And will be a Father unto you, and ye shall be my sons and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty. 
KJV 
 
1 Cor 10:6-11 
6 Now these things were our examples, to the intent we should not lust after evil things, as they also 
lusted. 
7 Neither be ye idolaters, as were some of them; as it is written, The people sat down to eat and drink, 
and rose up to play. 
8 Neither let us commit fornication, as some of them committed, and fell in one day three and twenty 
thousand. 
9 Neither let us tempt Christ, as some of them also tempted, and were destroyed of serpents. 
10 Neither murmur ye, as some of them also murmured, and were destroyed of the destroyer. 
11 Now all these things happened unto them for ensamples: and they are written for our admonition, 
upon whom the ends of the world are come. 
KJV 
 
1 Cor 10:12-14 
12 Wherefore let him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall. 
13 There hath no temptation taken you but such as is common to man: but God is faithful, who will not 
suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; but will with the temptation also make a way to 
escape, that ye may be able to bear it. 
14 Wherefore, my dearly beloved, flee from idolatry. 
KJV 
 

1 John 5:1-3 
1 Whosoever believeth that Jesus is the Christ is born of God: and every one that loveth him that 
begat loveth him also that is begotten of him. 
2 By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God, and keep his 
commandments. 
3 For this is the love of God, that we keep his commandments: and his commandments are not 
grievous. 
KJV 
 
1 John 5:20-21 
20 And we know that the Son of God is come, and hath given us an understanding, that we may 
know him that is true, and we are in him that is true, even in his Son Jesus Christ. This is the true 
God, and eternal life. 
21 Little children, keep yourselves from idols. Amen. 
KJV 

 
Col 3:5 
5 Mortify therefore your members which are upon the earth; fornication, uncleanness, inordinate 
affection, evil concupiscence, and covetousness, which is idolatry: 
KJV 
 
Eph 5:5 
5 For this ye know, that no whoremonger, nor unclean person, nor covetous man, who is an idolater, 
hath any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and of God. 
KJV 
 
1 Tim 6:10-11 
10 For the love of money is the root of all evil: which while some coveted after, they have erred from 
the faith, and pierced themselves through with many sorrows. 
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11 But thou, O man of God, flee these things; and follow after righteousness, godliness, faith, love, 
patience, meekness. 
KJV 
 
2 Tim 3:1-5 
1 This know also, that in the last days perilous times shall come. 
2 For men shall be lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to 
parents, unthankful, unholy, 
3 Without natural affection, trucebreakers, false accusers, incontinent, fierce, despisers of those that 
are good, 
4 Traitors, heady, highminded, lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God; 
5 Having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof: from such turn away. 
KJV 
 
Titus 2:11-12 
11 For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men, 
12 Teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and 
godly, in this present world; 
KJV 
 
 

2) Be clean 
 
1 John 1:6-10 
6 If we say that we have fellowship with him, and walk in darkness, we lie, and do not the truth: 
7 But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship one with another, and the blood of 
Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin. 
8 If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness. 
 
10 If we say that we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us. 
KJV 
 
2 Cor 7:1 
7 Having therefore these promises, dearly beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the 
flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God. 
KJV 
 
Heb 10:22 
22 Let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled from an evil 
conscience, and our bodies washed with pure water. 
KJV 
 
Eph 5:26-27 
26 That he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the word, 
27 That he might present it to himself a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; 
but that it should be holy and without blemish. 
KJV 
 
1 Thess 5:23 
23 And the very God of peace sanctify you wholly; and I pray God your whole spirit and soul and body be 
preserved blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
KJV 
John 15:3 
3 Now ye are clean through the word which I have spoken unto you. 
KJV 
 
James 4:8 
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8 Draw nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to you. Cleanse your hands, ye sinners; and purify your 
hearts, ye double minded. 
KJV 
 
1 Peter 2:1-3 
1 Wherefore laying aside all malice, and all guile, and hypocrisies, and envies, and all evil speakings, 
2 As newborn babes, desire the sincere milk of the word, that ye may grow thereby: 
3 If so be ye have tasted that the Lord is gracious. 
KJV 
 
 

3) Change our garments 
 
Gal 3:27 
27 For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ. 
KJV 
 
Eph 4:20-32 
20 But ye have not so learned Christ; 
21 If so be that ye have heard him, and have been taught by him, as the truth is in Jesus: 
22 That ye put off concerning the former conversation the old man, which is corrupt according to the 
deceitful lusts; 
23 And be renewed in the spirit of your mind; 
24 And that ye put on the new man, which after God is created in righteousness and true holiness. 
25 Wherefore putting away lying, speak every man truth with his neighbour: for we are members one of 
another. 
26 Be ye angry, and sin not: let not the sun go down upon your wrath: 
27 Neither give place to the devil. 
28 Let him that stole steal no more: but rather let him labour, working with his hands the thing which is 
good, that he may have to give to him that needeth. 
29 Let no corrupt communication proceed out of your mouth, but that which is good to the use of 
edifying, that it may minister grace unto the hearers. 
30 And grieve not the holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are sealed unto the day of redemption. 
31 Let all bitterness, and wrath, and anger, and clamour, and evil speaking, be put away from you, with 
all malice: 
32 And be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God for Christ's sake 
hath forgiven you. 
KJV 
 
Col 3:10-14 
10 And have put on the new man, which is renewed in knowledge after the image of him that created 
him: 
11 Where there is neither Greek nor Jew, circumcision nor uncircumcision, Barbarian, Scythian, bond 
nor free: but Christ is all, and in all. 
12 Put on therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, bowels of mercies, kindness, humbleness of 
mind, meekness, longsuffering; 
13 Forbearing one another, and forgiving one another, if any man have a quarrel against any: even as 
Christ forgave you, so also do ye. 
14 And above all these things put on charity, which is the bond of perfectness. 
KJV 
 
Col 3:14 
14 And above all these things put on charity, which is the bond of perfectness. 
KJV 
 
Eph 6:11-18 
11 Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. 
12 For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the 
rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places. 
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13 Wherefore take unto you the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to withstand in the evil day, 
and having done all, to stand. 
14 Stand therefore, having your loins girt about with truth, and having on the breastplate of 
righteousness; 
15 And your feet shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace;  
16 Above all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of the 
wicked. 
17 And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God: 
18 Praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, and watching thereunto with all 
perseverance and supplication for all saints; 
KJV 
 
 

4) Make an altar to God 
 
Song, At the Altar 
 
1 Peter 2:5 
5 Ye also, as lively stones, are built up a spiritual house, an holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual 
sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ. 
KJV 
 
1 Peter 2:9-10 
9 But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should 
shew forth the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his marvellous light: 
 
10 Which in time past were not a people, but are now the people of God: which had not obtained mercy, 
but now have obtained mercy. 
KJV 
 
John 4:24 
24 God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth. 
KJV 
 
Rom 12:1 
1 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living 
sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. 
KJV 

 
Rom 6:19 
19 I speak after the manner of men because of the infirmity of your flesh: for as ye have yielded your 
members servants to uncleanness and to iniquity unto iniquity; even so now yield your members servants 
to righteousness unto holiness. 
KJV 

 
 
CONCLUSION 
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